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From the King of Rock to the Queen of Hearts, Modbury will be graced with a flush of royalty at this yearõs 

annual May Fair celebrations. In honour of HRH Elizabeth II 90 th birthday, the theme of Kings and Queens 

has been selected for the townõs festivities. 

A grand Casino Royale Evening on Friday, 30 th  April, with sketches from the Modbury Players and the 

chance to roll the dice at the Fun Casino, launches a packed week of events.  

Will fortune seekers find a princely sum of golden coins the Treasure Hunt? Will a Cavalier King Charles win 

the Pet Show? Who will take the crown in the Modbury Mile? Who will be the King or Queen of Pop at 

Modbury Goes Pop? Liz Edwards, chair of the Carnival Committee said: òWeõre so lucky that we still have a 

May Fair as so many towns and villages have stopped them. òIt takes a huge amount of work behind the 

scenes but we have such a great community in Modbury that many people willingly give up their free time. 

People have come up with some really wonderful ideas this year. Itõs going to be really good funó she 

added.  

The crowning of the May Fair King and Queen will take place on Monday, 2 nd  May, complete with historic 

glove ceremony and Maypole Dancing and performances by Modbury School choir and ukulele band 

and a selection of hot snacks from the creperie and barbecue. It will be followed by the Modbury Mile, 

which this year, in keeping with the royal theme, will have a prize for the best -dressed runner.  

Events throughout the week include cream teas, a pool tournament, musical jam session, a performance 

by Modbury Gospel Singers, a beetle drive and bingo. This yearõs May Fair Market promises to be even 

bigger and better and will be held on Saturday, 7 th May. There will be stalls and barrows full of local 

produce and gifts, pavement art, balloon artist, Shop Window Competition, Duck Race, and a chance too 

see the work of the townõs finest cooks in the Great Modbury Bake Off. 

The carnival procession will be held in the afternoon and in the evening thereõs a chance to let your hair 

down at Modbury Goes Pop!  - a fun -filled family event with quizzes, games, musical surprises and the 

chance to dance the night away with live music from soul/funk/ska band Dr Oz.  

The Fair week closes on Sunday 8 th  

May with the chance to take a 

selection of walks, guided or free 

range, around the townõs beautiful 

countryside.  

Details of all the events and entry 

forms can be found in the 

Modbury May Fair programme 

which is available from Pickles and 

the Post Office .  

 

MAY FAIR NEWSñ 30th April ñMay 8, 2016  

More details of May Fair 

Events can be found on 

pages 10 &  11.  
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Parish Council Report  

Reasons to be cheerful  

At the beginning of April I went to a stimulating talk 

in Kingsbridge hosted by the South Hams Society 

and SATKA (Save the Kings Arms).  The main 

speaker was Peter Macfadyen, who as a town 

councillor and ex -mayor has been closely involved 

with the on -going regeneration of Frome.  

It was very refreshing to hear his bottom -up 

approach to community action.  He strongly 

believes in demystifying local government by 

changing the language, dissolving committees 

and breaking down artificial rules that create a 

ôthem and usõ barrier. He also supports positive risk 

taking for community benefit. In Frome they 

borrowed 1.5 million to redevelop a dilapidated 

community hall (the increased letting fees pay the 

mortgage).  

Peter believes that participatory democracy 

doesnõt have to be solemn to be serious.  He 

suggests local councils should promote and 

support fun in the community, taking the view that 

unless participation is fun, why would anyone want 

to do it?  

Modbury is lucky enough to have a small army of 

fun -promoters in the shape of the May Fair 

committee, organisers and helpers, all of who are 

about to indulge us with a succession of reasons to 

be cheerful.  And thanks to community -minded 

participators it doesnõt stop there, with the QE2 

playing field and pavilion, tennis courts, drama 

group, Christmas lights, barrow markets, orchards, 

there are endless ways to have fun in Modbury!  

The Neighbourhood Plan Group will be having a 

stall at the May Fair Saturday Market so please 

touch base with them on thoughts you have on 

the future shape of Modbury, and perhaps some 

new ideas for having fun?  

The Parish Council is working on a plan to 

celebrate the Queensõ 90th birthday in June - more 

of that in next monthõs Messenger.  In the 

meantime I wish you a fun -filled May Fair Week, 

may you discover your inner King or Queen!     

Lucy Brown  

District Council Report  

1. It is that time of year againéé the start of the 

new financial year and time to promote my 

Sustainable Community Locality Fund . If you 

have a project that would benefit all or just a 

group in Modbury Parish in some way and need 

a small amount of finance ð Between £100 and 

£400 ð then please get in touch with me via 

email at  Cllr.LWard@southhams.gov.uk  or call 

on 07592852677/ 01548 831078. You can read 

up about this fund at this link http://

w w w . s o u t h h a m s . g o v . u k / a r t i c l e / 3 0 1 6 /

Sustainable -Community -Locality -Fund   but it is 

always a good idea to chat with me first about 

it. 

2. Making it easier for you to interact with the 

District Counciléé. My Account is a new online 

tool which will bring everything South Hams 

District Council does for you into one online 

account. This new technology is part of a series 

of upgrades to our website which will make it 

quicker and easier for you to interact with the 

District Council.  Register for  My Account  and 

next time you need to contact the district 

council you can do it at a time and a place that 

suits you, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  In My 

Account  there is no waiting, no need to input 

repeat information and you can even track the 

progress of your request. You can already do 

many things through  My Account , including, 

reporting pests, applying for a parking permit 

and reporting a missed bin collection. Over the 

next few months more and more of our services 

will be available to you via  My Account .  

 Register now and we can keep you informed of 

our progress. Soon you will also be able to view 

your Council Tax Bill, your benefits claim and 

much more. Follow this link to register:  

 http://www.southhams.gov.uk/myaccount  

 Of course you donõt have to use this system but 

the District Council is aiming to increase your 

options for interaction to suit modern lifestyles 

and it is helping to reduce costs yet maintain 

front line services.  

Lindsay Ward  

NOTICE OF ELECTIONS Police and Crime             

Commissioner Election            

5 May 2016  

European Referendum ð 23 

June 2016  

LAST DATE TO REGISTER 18-Apr -16 07-Jun-16 

POSTING OUT POLL CARDS 24-Mar -16 18-May -16 

LAST DATE TO APPLY FOR POSTAL VOTE BY 5PM 19 April 2016 BY 5PM 8 June 2016 

LAST DATE TO APPLY FOR A PROXY VOTE BY 5PM 26 April 2016 BY 5PM 15 June 2016 

POLLING DAY 05-May -16 23-Jun-16 

HOURS OF POLL 7AM TO 10PM 7AM TO 10PM 
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SOUTH HAMS 

SOCIETY 

BEACH CLEANS  

The next beach clean will 

be on  Saturday, 21 May, 

at  Gara Beach. Why not join 

us?   

Gara Beach, sometimes 

known as Moors' Beach as 

this is where Barbary pirates 

would come ashore on 

slave -raiding. Meet at the 

Look-Out café at 11am. LW 

12.40. The path down to the 

beach is fairly steep but the 

views down the coast are 

quite stunning. Lumps of 

palm -oil were found several 

years ago which can be 

toxic to dogs.      

Remaining beach cleans for 

2016 are at: South Milton 

(Thurlestone) Sands (18 Jun, 

12 Nov), Yarmer Beach and 

Leas Foot (16 Jul, 17 Dec), 

West Charleton Beach (20 

Aug), Soar Mill Cove ( 17 

Sep) and Gara Beach (15 

Oct), .  

For more information, visit 

the website at 

www.southhamssociety.org  

or contact Vivien  Napper   

(01548 842405/07855 

383601) or  

Penny Fenton  

(01548 561539  

penny545@gmail.com ). 

Aveton Gifford    

Preschool Playgroup  

Every Monday morning      

9.45am in term time  

Babies, Toddlers and 

Preschoolers welcome  

A friendly group always 

happy to welcome new 

comers  

Find us in The Hive, located 

behind the school.   

(Access through the school)  

 PAINTING & DECORATING 

§ All aspects internal & external redecoration  

§ Quality workmanship with references   

available  

§ Free estimates  

§ Fully qualified and insured staff  
          

 Contact:    PRESTIGE   CPS 

   
 Office : 01752 895557  
 Mobile: 07877120629  

 E-mail :   prestigecps@btinternat.com  
  

 LOCAL       RELIABLE       AFFORDABLE 
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St. Monica's   

Roman Catholic Church  

St Austinõs Priory 

01752 892606 

Sundays   8.45 am   Mass  

Everyone Welcome  

St Georgeõs,  

Modbury  

Services and 

Events  

May  

Sunday  1st  9.30am  Holy Communion  

 3.00pm  Tea Fit for a Queen  

Thursday 5th  9.15am  Noahõs Ark 

 7.30pm  Team Ascension service at  

  Aveton Gifford  

Saturday 7 th   Street Market  

Sunday  8th  8.00am  Holy Communion  

 9.30am  Family Fair Service  

 6.00pm  BCP Evening Prayer  

Thursday 12th  9.30am  Holy Communion  

Saturday 14th 7.30pm  Resonet Concert  

Sunday   15th  9.30am  Family Communion with  

  Sunday Club  

Tuesday 17th 10.30am  Open the book at Modbury  

  School  

Thursday 19th  9.30am  Noahõs Ark 

Sunday 22nd  8.00am  Holy Communion  

 9.30am  Sunday Worship  

 6.00pm  Living Room  

Thursday 26th  9.30am  Holy Communion  

Sunday  29th 10.30am  Team Holy Communion at  

  Bigbury  

June  

Thursday 2nd  9.15am  Noahõs Ark 

1926 ééwere you born in 1926? 

You probably know that someone very important to 

the life of this nation was born on 21 st April that year, 

though she also celebrates another birthday. St. 

Georgeõs Church would like to give a copy of a 

book: òThe Servant Queen and the King she servesó 

to everyone in Modbury born in 1926.  

Please let me know by phone, letter or email if you 

are celebrating such a birthday this year.  

Neil Barker, The Vicarage, Church Lane, Modbury 

PL21 0QN. 01548 830260 revbarker@btinternet.com  

Neil Barker  
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MODBURY PARISH COUNCIL OFFICE.  

2 Galpin  Street, Modbury PL21 0QA  

Tel: 01548 830222 

parishclerk@modburypc.co.uk  

Hours of Business- Mondays 2.00pm ð 4.00pm  

Parish Surgery 10 ð 11 am every Saturday  

Planning Applications: Notices of planning applications lodged with 

SHDC are displayed on the Parish Noticeboard outside the Post 

Office. Copies of plans relating to these applications can be 

inspected at the Parish Office during the above office hours.  

Contacting Parish Councillors: Parish Councillors attend the Parish 

Office, on a rota basis, on Saturday mornings from 10.00 - 11.00am. 

Should you have any parish matter you would like to discuss come 

along to the Office or call in to the Office and speak to the Parish 

Clerk, Sacha Hager.   Alternatively you can write a letter or speak at 

the public forum held at the beginning of each monthly meeting of 

the Parish Council, on the second Monday of each month at 7 pm in 

the Pavilion, QEII Recreation Ground.  

The Editorial Committee reserve 

the right to précis/abbreviate 

any copy submitted for inclusion 

in the Modbury Messenger.  

The contents of the Modbury 

Messenger may not be 

reproduced in any form without 

the prior written permission of 

Modbury Parish Council.  

PERSONAL 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(Births, Deaths, Marriages,  

Thanks etc)  

£5 per insertion ñMax. 50 words   

(Subject to available space)  

Contacting Your Local Police Community Support Officer  

You have several ways of contacting your local PCSO, Warren Palmer, from the Kingsbridge 

Neighbourhood Policing Team   

Telephone: 07703885625                                       Email - warren.palmer2@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk  

For non emergency police enquiries, dial 101  

LETTERS TO THE EDITORñFLY TIPPING 
 

Dear Editor,  

Whilst walking the Ridge Road yesterday we came across two sites where fly tipping had taken place. 

Builders stuff - looked awful. I have cleared them both up this morning so as not to encourage more and to 

hopefully nip it in the bud.  Quite a pile when loaded up and looks like Plymouth origin as a planning 

application notice for an entertainment venue was amongst the detritus! I donõt think it had been there for 

more than a day or two. There were a couple of tyres too which I wasnõt able to take to recycle. 

Perhaps the Parish Council could consider sending out a reminder message to the community to report 

any suspicious vehicles/activity and take note of registration numbers? I reported once and a prosecution 

was implemented almost immediately which was encouraging. Luckily we donõt get too much of this 

going on around Modbury compared with other areas but we must remain vigilant.  

Hope you donõt mind telling you but it is with the knowledge that you have the best interests of Modbury 

close to your hearts and the more that are alert to things like this the better.  

Many thanks                                                                                                                                               Brian Weeks  

 

Letters to the Editor should be sent to Messenger@modburypc.co.uk  
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Modbury Neighbourhood Plan  

The NP group is continuing to arrange meetings for information and discussion as part of 

the ongoing consultation process. Because housing is a significant issue for many people, 

we arranged a meeting in the Memorial Hall to get ideas about the kind of information 

you wanted. This was advertised in last monthõs Messenger, on the website and 

Facebook page. Sadly, only one person turned up. Is this because there is a lack of 

interest in the future provision of housing now that RA1 is going ahead? Help us out here. 

- We want to know what you think/what ideas you have/how you want to get 

information.  

Although we donõt yet know what SHDC are thinking about in terms of future numbers of houses, there will 

be more. We need to be discussing with them what kind of housing people want and where it might be. To 

make discussions effective, they must represent Modbury as a whole not just a small number of residents.  

Neighbourhood planning involves thinking about how we would like Modbury to develop, as a town and 

as a community, over the next 15 years. What are the key things which make it a good place to live? What 

do we want to keep as it is and what would we like to change or improve? It may be difficult to visualise 

what Modbury might look like in a few yearsõ time. Here are some of the ideas of children from Modbury 

School:  

We will have a stand at 

the Fair Market on May 

7 th . We will  have 

information on a whole 

range of issues and 

questions we would like to 

get your opinion on. We 

will also have information 

packs for you to take and 

study at your leisure. We 

will also be setting up a 

display in one of the town 

centre premises so you 

can drop in at other 

times. We will advertise 

this when details have 

been finalised.  

We will look forward to 

seeing you on May 7 th. 

Ann Turner  
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The next meeting will 

take place on Monday, 

6th June, at 7.30 pm in 

our usual venue the 

Modbury Club. New 

members welcome, you do not have to be ex

-service.                                          David Mitchell  

INVITATION FOR TENDERS 

The Modbury Neighbourhood Planning 

Group (NPG), on behalf of Modbury 

Parish Council, invite tenders for the task 

of maintaining the NPG website and 

Facebook page for the period ending 31 st March 

2017.  

The successful applicant will report directly to, and 

work closely with, the NPG Chair, Ann Turner, to 

ensure that the website is kept up to date and 

relevant.  

Experience of the Neighbourhood Planning process 

is essential and the applicant should have 

intermediate IT skills, a knowledge of Wordpress and 

competence to undertake desk based research.  

The contract will be for 10 hours per month; any 

additional hours will be subject to approval and 

funding.  

The NPG website can be viewed at:                              

http://www.modburynpg.co.uk/ .  

A job description and full details of the tender 

process are available from Phil Jolly (NPG 

Treasurer): email: theseus.pmj@btinternet.com or by 

post from: ôSilverhillõ, 3 Treveor Gardens, Modbury, 

PL21 0TE 

Orchards in Modbury  

Modbury has three community orchards - the Millennium Meadow, established 

about 15 years ago and two more recently planted orchards at the School and 

the QE2 site.  Traditional orchards were often the centre of village life and 

community orchards are excellent places for people to come together to plant 

and cultivate local and unusual varieties of fruit trees and to use as the focal 

point for community activities such as Apple Days or as a green haven in which 

to relax and wind -down.  

Charles Staniland from Orchard Link recently visited us to give support and 

advice on their cultivation and maintenance.  Below are excerpts from his 

report on the Millennium Meadow:  

òThe trees are adequately protected and staked. . . . The trees are growing well, with areas managed for 

wildflowers. . . .  An attractive variety of habitats for insects, birds and flora.ó 

òMore attention might be made to the formative pruning. The more vigorous trees will be better pruned in 

the late summer. The tussocky grass growth around the smaller tree bases needs to be removed to prevent 

vole damage and allow firming of roots.ó 

òThe orchard is mature enough for an apple pressing and wassail which would raise its profile and 

encourage volunteers and local involvement.ó  

Summary    òThis is a well managed and attractive site with a very committed core of organisers.ó 

The full report is available from Charlotte Rathbone : landscape@rathbonepartnership.co.uk  

Want to get more involved?  The Millennium Meadow contact is Brian Weeks  Tel: 830007  

The idea of an Apple Day in Modbury, where people can bring their own apples to be pressed and made 

into juice or cider is particularly interesting.   

Food and Drink for thought . . . .                                                                                                                   Jeff Booth  
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MODBURY (WI) in  MAY FAIR 

On Wednesday 4 th of May, from 3pm to 5pm, our WI is pleased to be hosting an 

òAfternoon Teaó for Modbury Senior Residents. Please see your Mayfair Programme 

for further details.  

During April, we enjoyed our visit to Shilstone House learning about the wonderful 

facilities and events on offer for research into the history of Modbury and its houses 

and residents.  

Anne Cooke came to tell us all about her òDay at the Palaceó in recognition of her work in training Guide 

Dogs for Blind people. Thank you Anne.  There was a quiz based on the Royal Family which really got the 

old brain cells going. Lots of chat and cake. Altogether an enjoyable fun evening.  

A group of members will attend the Spring 

Council meeting at Torquay Riviera Centre, 

sharing a coach with other WI members in 

the area. A visit to the Plymouth Synagogue is 

planned. Please contact us via the e -mails on 

your programme.  As a follow -up to our next 

speaker, Sam Westcott, on Gardening and 

Design, we hope to arrange a visit to one of 

our local Gardens.  

The list of activities on offer is growing; you 

have plenty to choose from, and good 

company too. Enjoy our Modbury Mayfair 

celebrations. On behalf of Modbury WI, I 

would like to thank the Mayfair committee 

who have made so much effort to create this 

annual event for you to enjoy.                   

Connie OõNeill, President 
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Modbury Short Mat Bowling Club  

A very friendly ôlaid backõ club for the over 

50s from 2-4pm on Tuesdays in the Memorial 

Hall.  

In May Fair Week we offer a free ôtasterõ 

session to anyone who thinks they might like 

to try it out. If transport is a problem we may 

be able to help ð 831173. 

MODBURY BARROW MARKET 

We had a good meeting on the 7 th  April with 

great news for the Summer Barrow Market . We 

have an organiser with experience as a barrow 

trader and a local shopper, Juli Wileman has 

volunteered to run the market and we are very 

grateful for her help.  

The Modbury Fair Barrow and Saturday Market are 

all set for this year.  


