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Itõs that time again ð the strange 

sounds of sawing and hammering, 

pots of paints piled high in the 

drives, garage lights on late into 

the night. Is it a bird, is it a plane 

NO itõs carnival time! 

This year the carnival theme is 

ôKings and Queensõ in honour of 

the 90th birthday of HRH Elizabeth II. Which King or Queen will you 

come as ð maybe the Queen of Hearts or the King of Rock and Roll?  

There will be cash prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd winners in each class with 

a £50.00 prize, sponsored by the Modbury Chamber of Commerce for 

the best overall float, £25.00 for the best overall pedestrian sponsored 

by Beach Schools South West ® and £25.00 for the best non Modbury 

Parish entry sponsored by The Modbury Society. A big thank you to all 

our sponsors.  

NEW FOR THIS YEAR ð Starting at 3.30pm onwards on the 7th May we 

have a street entertainer performing a magic show in Church Street. 

He will also be mingling with the crowds doing close up magic and 

modelling balloons for the children.  

The carnival procession will leave Barracks Road at 4pm with musical 

accompaniment by the ever lively Crooked Tempo samba band. If 

you want to hear more from them after the carnival they will be 

staying awhile to play in the Exeter Innõs beer garden. 

The more spectators there are to help fill the buckets the more money 

we can        re -invest into local organisations AND as always the more 

entrants we have the better the carnival will be so get your thinking 

caps on!  

Andrea Kuhn  

 

 

 

King Pin needed for óRoyalô 
Fair Road Closures 

Organisers of Modburyõs May Fair 

are seeking a coordinator to 

oversee the road closures for this 

yearõs Carnival procession. 

Paul Romney has stepped down 

from the role after a number of 

years but is happy to coach 

someone willing to take it on.  It 

can be a single role or a job 

share.  

The co -ordinator(s) will be 

responsible for organising the 

marshals who will be stationed 

around the procession on 

Saturday, May 7.  

This is a crucial role for the May 

Fair.  The district council will not 

let us go ahead with the event if 

we donõt have someone to do 

this.  

Royal Runners Required  

With Spring upon us your training 

for this year's Modbury Mile on 

the 2nd May should be well 

under way! An added challenge 

this year will be running as the 

best dressed King or Queen: 

prizes for both adults and 

children along with trophies for 

the winning runners in each 

category.  

Don't forget to 

r e g i s t e r  i n 

Poundwell Car 

Park between 

10:45-1pm on 

the day, £2 per 

entry.  

MAY FAIR NEWSñ 30th April ñMay 8, 2016  



  

Page 2 



  

Page 3 

Chairpersonõs Report ð Lucy Brown - Annual Parish Meeting March 14th 2016  

Good evening and thank you very much for attending the Annual Parish Meeting. This meeting is an 

opportunity for representatives from Parish Groups to report their activities to parishioners, and for 

parishioners to raise issues with the Parish Council. It is also an opportunity for the Parish Council Chair, the 

District Councillor and the County Councillor to report to the parish on their yearõs activities. 

I will get the ball rolling with the Chairpersonõs report. As you know the 4 yearly elections for Parish 

Councillors were held in May 2015. There were sufficient prospective councillors standing to hold an 

election and the resulting council composed of 8 new councillors and 4 who had previously served as 

councillors. I would like to thank the previous Parish Council for their dedicated work for Modbury. As a 

largely new council we have had a lot to learn and being a new Chairperson ð even more to learn! The 

council undertook training from DALC (Devon Association of Local Councils) in the various processes 

relevant to their position. A new Clerk started in October, who is getting up to speed at a rapid rate and 

undertaking training in her role.  

A major challenge of the year was for the Council to be effective on behalf of the parish in influencing the 

outcome of the planning application for 93 houses west of Palm Cross Green. The Parish Council objected 

to the number of houses and the design of the employment building. Unfortunately our objections were 

not upheld and the planning permission went through without amendments. However we are still hoping 

we can influence the design.  

An extra 93 households will bring benefits to Modbury, more trade for the businesses, children for the 

school, and some affordable homes. The Parish Council negotiated with the developer to create a car 

park just inside the development to replace the parking at Palm Cross Green. The parish will own the new 

car park. The previous car park will now form the gateway between the development and the town and 

will be landscaped, to include a new play area. In consultation with parishioners and Bloor we have 

suggested names for the roads in the development, all based on the historic field names associated with 

the site.  

However, despite a lengthy consultation period, the new development did not contain some of the things 

the community wanted. We were particularly disappointed that the concerns that we raised with South 

Hams Planning Department and Devon Highways regarding access to the development did not result in 

adjustments to take pressure off the A379 and Barracks Road. We also strongly believe a safe bus stop in 

this area is essential and will be continuing to work on this issue.  

On a positive note, this year saw the launch of the Neighbourhood Plan Group, which is working hard to 

represent the aspirations of parishioners to form a 15 -year plan for Modbury. They are undertaking a 

number of consultations with local people and I do encourage you to have your say with this group who 

really do listen!  

Being a parish councillor has allowed me to gain an insight into how ôthings get doneõ in Modbury. As I 

mentioned in the January Modbury Messenger, there are a million and one tasks that are covered by 

volunteers, some councillors and some parishioners. While the flood prevention work by DCC appears to 

be having some impact, the flooding on December 30th was undoubtedly made less severe by the all -

hands on deck approach of local people including a team of councillors. Behind the scenes work by 

Councillors Cole and Taylor has also reduced the risk of flooding by regular drain clearing and 

preventative steps upstream. Thank you to all of you who are involved with these community minded tasks 

that make Modbury a safer and better functioning town than it would be otherwise.  

Looking to the future the council have pledged a sum for the restoration of the paintwork of the church 

clock, which, fairly soon, will be looking shiny and new as part of the Raise the Roof project. The council 

are also keen to support local efforts to increase the sustainability of the town. Councillor Turner has 

recently been liaising with school to support the creation of a garden project, using a funding stream from 

our County Councillor. There is also talk of celebrating Modburyõs developing community orchards through 

a possible Apple Day, which sounds very exciting.  

You will be pleased to know that we have kept the Modbury Parish precept at its current level. Putting this 

in context, DCC have increased council tax by 4% and SHDC by 3.5%.  

The Parish Council welcome feedback from parishioners - we are here for you! Please do pop into the 

Parish Office on a Saturday morning to talk to a Parish Councillor or speak to Sacha Hagar, the Parish Clerk 

who is available on Mondays from 2 -4m in the Parish Office. All Parish Councillorsõ contact details are on 

the Modbury Parish Council website.  

Lucy Brown  
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SOUTH HAMS 

SOCIETY 

BEACH CLEANS  

The next beach clean will 

be on  Saturday, 23 April 

at  Soar Mill Cove. Why not 

join us?   Assemble in the car 

park behind the hotel at 12 

noon before the 10 minute 

walk down to this very pretty 

little beach. (Low water 

13.42) The National Trust will 

collect bags of rubbish left 

at the head of the beach 

and the Soar Mill Hotel 

generously offers a 

wonderful cream -tea to all 

volunteers,  although 

when  20 or more people 

turn up for this popular 

event it is not always fair to 

invade the hotel!  

Remaining beach cleans for 

2016 are at: Gara Beach (21 

May, 15 Oct), South Milton 

(Thurlestone) Sands (18 Jun, 

12 Nov), Yarmer Beach and 

Leas Foot (16 Jul, 17 Dec), 

West Charleton Beach (20 

Aug), Soar Mill Cove ( 17 

Sep). 

For more information, visit 

the website at http://

www.southhamssociety.org  

or contact 

Vivien  Napper   (01548 

842405/07855 383601)  or 

Penny Fenton (01548 561539 

penny545@gmail.com)   

Aveton Gifford    

Preschool Playgroup  

Every Monday morning      

9.45am in term time  

Babies, Toddlers and 

Preschoolers welcome  

A friendly group always 

happy to welcome new 

comers  

Find us in The Hive, located 

behind the school.   

(Access through the school)  

 PAINTING & DECORATING 

§ All aspects internal & external redecoration  

§ Quality workmanship with references   

available  

§ Free estimates  

§ Fully qualified and insured staff  
          

 Contact:    PRESTIGE   CPS 

   
 Office : 01752 895557  
 Mobile: 07877120629  

 E-mail :   prestigecps@btinternat.com  
  

 LOCAL       RELIABLE       AFFORDABLE 

Local, tasty Black 
Welsh Mountain 
lamb for sale.  
Available as half or 
whole lambs, ready 
packed and labelled 
for your freezer @ 
Ã7/kg.  All lambs 

reared naturally on permanent pasture at         
East Worthele Farm, Ermington. 

We also have a limited supply of mutton, 
bagged and labelled.   Ã4/kg if sold as 
halves, Ã5/kg if     sold as separate joints.  

Contact 01752 893051 or     
carolinebower@btinternet.com 



  

Page 5 

St. Monica's   

Roman Catholic Church  

St Austinõs Priory 

01752 892606 

Sundays   8.45 am   Mass  

Everyone Welcome  

St Georgeõs,  

Modbury  

Services and 

Events  

April  

Sunday  3rd  9.30am  Holy Communion  

Thursday 7th  9.15am  Noahõs Ark 

Sunday 10th  8.00am  Holy Communion  

 9.30am  Family Service  

Sunday 17th  9.30am  Family Communion            

  with Sunday Club  

Thursday 21st  9.30am  Noahõs Ark 

Sat 23rd  7.00pm  Alvington Singers Concert  

Sunday 24th  8.00am  Holy Communion  

 9.30am  Sunday Worship  

Thursday 28th  9.30am  Holy Communion  

 7.30pm  Church Annual meeting  

May  

Sunday 1st   9.30am  Holy Communion  

Tuesday 3rd  7.00pm  Archdeaconõs visitation 

Thursday 5th  9.15am  Noahõs Ark 9.30am 

HELP IVYBRIDGE            

FOOD BANK 

The managers at the 

Modbury Co -op have 

generously allowed us 

to put a box for 

collecting food for 

Ivybridge Food Bank 

into their shop. It is a 

big blue box and will 

probably be sited in 

the window from April.  

Please only give what 

is suggested on the 

shopping list to the 

right. (no fresh food):  
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MODBURY PARISH COUNCIL OFFICE.  

2 Galpin  Street, Modbury PL21 0QA  

Tel: 01548 830222 

parishclerk@modburypc.co.uk  

Hours of Business- Mondays 2.00pm ð 4.00pm  

Parish Surgery 10 ð 11 am every Saturday  

Planning Applications: Notices of planning applications lodged with 

SHDC are displayed on the Parish Noticeboard outside the Post 

Office. Copies of plans relating to these applications can be 

inspected at the Parish Office during the above office hours.  

Contacting Parish Councillors: Parish Councillors attend the Parish 

Office, on a rota basis, on Saturday mornings from 10.00 - 11.00am. 

Should you have any parish matter you would like to discuss come 

along to the Office or call in to the Office and speak to the Parish 

Clerk, Sacha Hager.   Alternatively you can write a letter or speak at 

the public forum held at the beginning of each monthly meeting of 

the Parish Council, on the second Monday of each month at 7 pm in 

the Pavilion, QEII Recreation Ground.  

The Editorial Committee reserve 

the right to précis/abbreviate 

any copy submitted for inclusion 

in the Modbury Messenger.  

The contents of the Modbury 

Messenger may not be 

reproduced in any form without 

the prior written permission of 

Modbury Parish Council.  

PERSONAL 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(Births, Deaths, Marriages,  

Thanks etc)  

£5 per insertion ñMax. 50 words   

(Subject to available space)  

Contacting Your Local  

Police Community Support Officer  

You have several ways of contacting your local PCSO, Warren Palmer, from the Kingsbridge 

Neighbourhood Policing Team   

Telephone: 07703885625                                       Email - warren.palmer2@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk  

For non emergency police enquiries, dial 101  

District Council Report  
1.   Special Award  - I am very pleased to report that South Hams District Council has won Council of the 

Year together with is shared services partner West Devon Borough Council. The reason why the council 

has won this national award is due to the way in which it has transformed in order to respond to the 

challenges faced ð both financial and changing customer demand and need. Rather than cut services 

and keep on doing this each time our government grant has been reduced the council planned ahead 

with a radical transformation programme chaining the ways in which the officers work and are 

recruited, changing the working environment and technology to allow agile working and more self -

serve and reorganising the governance and staffing structures. It has meant a reduction in the 

workforce but it has also meant that the council has protected front line services ð only 10% of councils 

nationally have achieved this.   

2.   Council Tax  - For the last four years the district council has kept its share of the council tax below the 2% 

threshold beyond which a referendum would be triggered. Last year we froze council tax. Just ahead of 

the budget the Chancellor allowed us to increase our council tax beyond the 2% threshold without a 

referendum and the council voted to take advantage of this in order to shore up our financial position 

ahead of needing to make more savings in the future. This means that our share of the council tax will 

increase by 10 pence a week/£5 a year on a Band D property.  

3.   Your Account  ð watch out in your council tax bill for a leaflet called Your Account. This leaflet is aimed 

at encouraging you to open an on line account so that you can being to transact with us on line from a 

single site. Over time more and more self -serve options will be added to your account and it will keep a 

record of any concerns you raise with the council as well as responses to it. The officers at SHDC will also 

be able to see this same single view of residents which should help the council to manage cases and 

serve you better.   It is a process in development, to be promoted over the next few years and feedback 

is welcome.                                                                                                                         

Lindsay Ward  
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Modbury Neighbourhood Plan  

Task groups have continued to collect information and ideas about subjects ranging 

from business and employment to green spaces and open places, community facilities 

and much more. It has been helpful to learn from other Neighbourhood Planning 

Groups who began working on their plans some time before Modbury. Councillor 

Lindsay Ward attended the last NP meeting and fed back information from a recent 

conference held in London which looked at the national development of 

Neighbourhood Planning.  

A series of meetings and events will be arranged over the next few months aimed at 

sharing the information and ideas we have gathered, and seeking your comments and 

suggestions. The children of Modbury School have already been working on their ideas and from next 

month we will feature examples of their drawing and writing about their views of Modbury. We hope this 

will inspire the adults to be similarly imaginative! There is now a young personõs section on the website and 

you can see all contributions from the children there.   

The next regular Neighbourhood Plan meeting is on  Wednesday, April 6 th at 8.15 pm  in the Exeter Inn. Phil 

Baker, our link officer from South Hams District Council, will be attending. As always, this is an open meeting 

and everyone is welcome to attend.  

On Saturday April 9 th we are holding a meeting about housing  in the side room of the Memorial Hall, from 

10.30 am - 12.00 noon . The purpose of this meeting is to get a clearer idea of the information and ideas 

people have about different models of housing and ownership, and to find out what else they might want 

to know, or think that it would be helpful for others to know. The findings of this meeting will be used to help 

shape questions for a questionnaire which will be used as the basis for a major consultation exercise for the 

whole community.  Spaces are limited for this meeting so, if you would like to attend and contribute, 

please let us know via the website www.modburynpg.co.uk or, if you prefer, put a note in the 

Neighbourhood Plan message box in the Tourist Information Office. We will get back to you to confirm 

attendance. In return for your ideas we will provide you with tea/coffee and cake!  

May Fair week  will soon be upon us and we will be setting up a stall and looking forward to talking to as 

many of you as possible there.                                                                                                                   Ann Turner  

HOUSING IN THE FUTURE 

AFFORDABLE      ECO 

         SELF BUILD 

ADAPTABLE    ?????? 

 

 

 

 

 

T h e Neighbourhood 

Plan Group are holding a focus group to 

investigate what type of housing we should plan 

for over the next 20 years.  We would like to invite 

a dozen people to a session in the Memorial Hall 

on Saturday 9th April at 10.30 am to discuss these 

themes.  

Please call Mark Lawrence 01548 830423 or Jon 

Sullivan 01548 830409  if you would like to attend.  

Child minding facilities available.  

NB this is not about the number or location of 

future housing.  
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 MODBURY WI     
Wherever, or whenever you visit a WI Meeting you can be sure of a warm welcome.  

We look forward to meeting members who are visiting from other areas. We were 

especially delighted to meet Julia Wells, Secretary of the Downthomas and 

Heybrook WI who paid us compliments and good wishes for our future 

development.  I enjoyed attending an RNLI fund raising morning at Ringmore WI. 

Ringmore is one of a lucky few to own their own hall and where Jackie Tagent has 

been President for a  long time.  

As the President of Modbury WI, I am discovering how and why the Womenõs Institute has been such a 

success regionally and nationally for over 100 years, promoting friendship, skill sharing, and challenges, and 

always discovering something new to learn.  

In our photograph shown below, we can admire the Modbury WI Banner made by Lynne Pinkney, assisted 

by Jenny Lake. I am sure it will be put to good use in our activities locally and elsewhere. Our speaker in 

March was Elizabeth Bailey who showed us photographs of Dartmoor and explained how it had changed 

over the years. Her talk was very enjoyable, touching  on the history of Dartmoor and some most amusing 

myths and tales.  

During March we visited the Devon Rural Archive at Shilstone House located near Modbury. This was the 

Modbury History Societyõs display. Watch out for other interesting visits to be made during the year. 

At our next meeting on Friday April 1 st at 

the QEII Sports Pavilion at 7.30pm, local 

resident, Anne Cooke will be telling us 

about, ôõMy Day at the Palaceõõ. Members 

have been asked to turn up dressed as if 

going to a Royal Garden Party. This is an 

opportunity for Wedding Hats and Posh 

Frocks to be taken out of the wardrobe for 

us to ôooh and aahõ over. 

Upcoming events: Newton Abbot Races, 

Bletchley & Blenheim Palace. Further 

information will be available at our monthly 

meetings.                                  Connie OõNeill 
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If you were a member of the "old" Modbury WI or maybe had a family member 

who was please contact me, Connie OõNeill,  on  01548 830687 or email me at 

conmay28@gmail.com . 


