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MAY FAIR NEWSñ 30th April ñMay 8, 2016  

May Fair Royalty  

This year we are pleased to announce that the May Queen, King and attendants will be chosen from all the 

current Year 6 children at Modbury School regardless of where they live together with any Year 6 child who 

currently lives in Modbury regardless of which school they attend.  

However all parents of children who apply should be aware that if their child is selected they will be 

required to help build the float for the Mayfair royalty.  

The deadline for completed application forms is Fri March, 4. Please contact Kath Hope for further 

information and a form on 830468 or kathryanhope@hotmail.com  

Modbury Mile News  

To celebrate our royal theme this year, runners will be encouraged to wear fancy dress for the run, with 

prizes for the best costumes in junior and adult categories.  

It should be noted that to simplify the event for organisers there will NO timings this year ð only placings for 

1st, 2nd and 3rd acknowledged by the shirt number.  

Marshal Assistance for Road Closures  

We still need more marshals for both the Modbury Mile and the Carnival on Saturday, May 7. Please 

contact guy.thomas@mercedes -benzsouthwest.co.uk  

Casino Night  

We have a new launch event this year on Saturday, April 30 at 7pm.  

There will be a casino night with entertainment from the Modbury Players. Tickets are £10, which includes a 

glass of fizz on arrival and 10 chips to start playing the tables. Further chips can also be purchased on the 

night.  

 

 

 

MODBURY FAIR CUPS 

 
If you won a cup at last yearõs 

Modbury Fair could you please 

return it as soon as possible to 

either :  

Wild Goose, Church Street, Modbury  

or 

68 Champernowne, Modbury         

(please leave in the porch)  

Thank you  

Pauline Ryder  
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Sustainability through Orchards, Play Spaces and 

Bus Stops  

A chilly and wet February Council Meeting may seem an 

odd time and place to be contemplating apple blossom 

and fruit picking, but in a roundabout way the Parish 

Council did just that in response to a communication 

from the Community Orchard Initiative.  In fact, Modbury 

already has three developing community orchards; on 

the Millennium Meadow, the QE2 Recreation Ground 

and most recently in the corner of the school playing 

field. The latter has been planted by Modbury School 

children using trees purchased from money raised by the 

community group GLUT through selling surpluses of their 

home -grown produce.  Thank you all who were involved 

in this wonderful initiative. The possibility of a Modbury 

Apple Day has been floated, and the Neighbourhood 

Plan Environment and Sustainability Group and the Parish 

Council Sustainability Committee will be investigating this 

possibility. Contact  danielturner@modburypc.co.uk if 

you are interested.  I am already savouring thoughts of 

freshly squeezed apple juice and Apple Pie Bake -offs é 

Community open spaces make this sort of initiative 

possible.  As you may be aware, the Palm Cross Green 

Car Park is to be landscaped to form a public play space 

with suitable play equipment. This will provide a much -

needed amenity for residents of the RA1 development 

and existing parishioners. The car parking spaces have 

been relocated just inside the development so this area 

can be traffic free.  The Parish Council will be consulting 

the community about the play space design. If you 

would like to offer ideas please contact the Parish Clerk.  

On the theme of sustainability the Parish Council are 

continuing to pursue the issue of the Palm Cross Bus Stop 

with our County Councillor Richard Hosking. It seems 

logical to us that, with the developing community at this 

end of town, a proper bus stop where people can safely 

wait and alight is a high priority. Currently we are being 

told that the nearest stop down in the town is sufficient 

being only 800m away, but in our view the steep hill and 

lack of pavements make this too far and unsafe for many 

users. A small group of Parish Councillors are working on 

this problem to see if solutions can be found.  

Lucy Brown 

Parish Council Reports  
Modbury Parish Budget  

The Parish Council is pleased to report that it is 

keeping its precept, the amount that you pay 

towards our costs, at the same level as last 

year at a sum of £28,500. A Band D property 

will pay about £42 a year. The average of all 

Town and Parish councils in the South Hams is 

£45 a year.  

About £20,000 of our costs are to run the parish 

council, the usual things like salary for the 

clerk, rent for the office, rates, phones, etc plus 

also insurance for all our assets and liabilities, 

the cost of being audited (an amazing £1,500 

which we have no choice but to pay) and this 

year exceptionally nearly £1,000 for our share 

of the costs of the 2015 elections.  

We spend about £1,500 a year getting the 

grass cut on our open spaces, including those 

that Devon CC is responsible for but who now 

only plan to cut twice a year. The large areas 

at Long Park, Cromwell Park and Church Lane 

would look very untidy very quickly if we did 

not provide the extra cuts and even then 

when the grass grows fast it is difficult to keep 

up!  

We give grants to the Modbury Information 

Centre (£1,500), MARS (£1,500), the Memorial 

Hall (£500), Modbury Caring (£200) and the 

Citizen's Advice Bureau (£250) as these are all 

organisations that the community of Modbury 

uses. 

The rates for the Palm Cross Green parking 

and garage exceed income by about £600. 

We have maintenance costs for the play area, 

the parish seats and Palm Cross Green car 

park for which we have budgeted £800. The 

Messenger now breaks even but we pay a 

small honorarium to the editor.  

Finally this year we have agreed to pay for the 

refurbishment of the church clock face whilst 

the scaffolding is in place for the roof works.  

Mark Lawrence  

You are warmly invited to  

 Modbury Annual Parish Meeting  

on Monday 14th March at 7.00pm at the Pavilion QE2 Recreation Ground  

The Parish Council will report on council activities during the year and receive                                       

questions from parishioners   

Parish groups are also invited to give a brief account of their year's activities   

Refreshments available  

 Followed by the March Full Parish Council Meeting at 8pm  
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SOUTH HAMS SOCIETY 

BEACH CLEANS  

The next beach clean will 

be on  Saturday, 26 March  at 

West Charleton Beach. Why 

not join us? Weõll assemble 

in Marsh Lane at 12 noon. 

(Low Water 13.38 ) There is a 

10 minute walk to this 

remote shingle beach and 

bags of rubbish should be 

left by the stile for the 

Harbour Authority to collect 

when the tide is right.  

As there is a bird -watching 

hide it is not advisable to 

bring one's dog.  You might 

bring a picnic if the weather 

is good; and dogs under 

supervision are OK once the 

clean is finished.  

For more information, visit 

the website at http://

www.southhamssociety.org  

or contact 

Vivien  Napper   (01548 

842405/07855 383601)  or 

Penny Fenton (01548 561539 

penny545@gmail.com)   

  

  

 

ADVERTISE YOUR 

BUSINESS HERE FROM 

ONLY £8 A MONTH 

 

SEE THE MODBURY 

MESSENGER             

ADVERTISING RATES 

ON P14 

 PAINTING & DECORATING 

§ All aspects internal & external redecoration  

§ Quality workmanship with references   

available  

§ Free estimates  

§ Fully qualified and insured staff  
          

 Contact:    PRESTIGE   CPS 

   
 Office : 01752 895557  
 Mobile: 07877120629  

 E-mail :   prestigecps@btinternat.com  
  

 LOCAL       RELIABLE       AFFORDABLE 

Local, tasty Black 
Welsh Mountain 
lamb for sale.  
Available as half or 
whole lambs, ready 
packed and labelled 
for your freezer @ 
Ã7/kg.  All lambs 

reared naturally on permanent pasture at         
East Worthele Farm, Ermington. 

We also have a limited supply of mutton, 
bagged and labelled.   Ã4/kg if sold as 
halves, Ã5/kg if     sold as separate joints.  

Contact 01548 893051 or caro-
linebower@btinternet.com 
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St. Monica's   

Roman Catholic Church  

St Austinõs Priory 

01752 892606 

Sundays   8.45 am   Mass  

Everyone Welcome  

St Georgeõs,  

Modbury  
Services and Events  

March  

Wed 2nd  7.30pm  Lent group: Prayer   

   The Stable, Old Vicarage  

Thursday 3rd  9.15am  Noahõs Ark 

Sunday  6th  9.30am  Mothering Sunday Holy  

  Communion  

Tuesday 8th  10.30am  Open the Book at the  

  Primary School  

Wed 9th  7.30pm  Lent group: Prayer   

   The Stable, Old Vicarage  

Thursday 10th  9.30am  Holy Communion  

Sunday  13th  8.00am  Holy Communion  

 9.30am  Family Service  

Sunday 13 th  6.00pm  BCP Evening Prayer at  

  St Georgeõs Church  

Tuesday 15th  12.30am  Lent Lunch  

Wed 16th  7.30pm  Lent group: Prayer   

  The Stable, Old Vicarage  

Thursday 17th  9.30am  Noahõs Ark  

 7.30pm  Fete meeting  

Palm  Sunday  

Sunday   20th  9.30am  Family Communion with  

  Sunday Club  

Wed 23rd     7.30pm  Lent group: Prayer   

  The Stable, Old Vicarage  

Thursday 24th   7.30pm  Maundy Holy Communion  

Friday 25th  10.00 am  All age Good Friday 

 2.00pm  Meditation  

Easter Sunday  

Sunday 27th  9.30am  Holy Communion  

 6.00 pm  Living Room  

April  
Sunday  3rd  9.30am  Holy Communion  

RAISING THE ROOF UPDATE 
 

By the time you read this update, the 

Project Team had hoped that 

contracts for the roof work at St. Georgeõs would 

have been signed, sealed and delivered; and we 

would be announcing the date of the open 

meeting to explain in detail the work that is to be 

done to restore the building to what it should be ð a 

Grade 1 listed building of which the town can 

proud.  

BEST LAID PLANS é.. 

However, despite our best -laid plans to start the 

scaffold erection at the end of March, since 

December the timetable has slipped a little behind 

our ambitious schedule.  

The tender returns need to be analyzed, and final 

discussions take place with the chosen contractor; 

and there are still some challenges regarding the 

scaffolding, which need to be resolved, and 

discussions are ongoing.  

WHATõS NEXT 

We continue to push the project as fast as we are 

able, and hopefully we will be able to start the 

scaffolding about 4 weeks after contracts are 

signed.                                Alex Hammerstein,                                                                                                                                                        

  Raising the Roof Project Coordinator  

MODBURY SCHOOL  

THANKS TO GLUT 

The children and 

staff of Modbury 

P r i mary  Schoo l 

would like to thank òGlut!ó for their 

kind donation of six fruit trees.  The 

children planted 

the trees last week 

and we are 

looking forward to 

watching our new 

orchard blossom.  
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MODBURY PARISH COUNCIL OFFICE.  

2 Galpin  Street, Modbury PL21 0QA  

Tel: 01548 830222 

parishclerk@modburypc.co.uk  

Hours of Business- Mondays 2.00pm ð 4.00pm  

Parish Surgery 10 ð 11 am every Saturday  

Planning Applications: Notices of planning applications lodged with 

SHDC are displayed on the Parish Noticeboard outside the Post 

Office. Copies of plans relating to these applications can be 

inspected at the Parish Office during the above office hours.  

Contacting Parish Councillors: Parish Councillors attend the Parish 

Office, on a rota basis, on Saturday mornings from 10.00 - 11.00am. 

Should you have any parish matter you would like to discuss come 

along to the Office or call in to the Office and speak to the Parish 

Clerk, Sacha Hager.   Alternatively you can write a letter or speak at 

the public forum held at the beginning of each monthly meeting of 

the Parish Council, on the second Monday of each month at 7 pm in 

the Pavilion, QEII Recreation Ground.  

The Editorial Committee reserve 

the right to précis/abbreviate 

any copy submitted for inclusion 

in the Modbury Messenger.  

The contents of the Modbury 

Messenger may not be 

reproduced in any form without 

the prior written permission of 

Modbury Parish Council.  

PERSONAL 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(Births, Deaths, Marriages,  

Thanks etc)  

Contacting Your Local  

Police Community Support Officer  

You have several ways of contacting your local PCSO, Warren Palmer, from the Kingsbridge 

Neighbourhood Policing Team   

Telephone: 07703885625                                       Email - warren.palmer2@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk  

For non emergency police enquiries, dial 101  

District Councillor Report  

The District Council Executive have agreed a new 

housing policy to encourage a greater percentage 

share of smaller properties in new developments. 

This would include one and two bedroomed 

properties and apartments. I am fully supportive of 

the policy and have been talking with officers 

about it for a while. Smaller properties allow 

couples and people living alone to have greater 

opportunity to downsize so freeing up family 

homes. Smaller properties tend to be more 

affordable and so would be more suitable for a 

younger market too. It should mean that the houses 

that do get built are more likely to meet local 

needs. I think this will help to bring a better balance 

to the housing mix in the future and may help us 

make use of more brownfield sites.   The policy also 

encourages the consideration of dementia friendly 

communities when developing new housing.  

It is budget setting time at the council but we have 

not had the budget setting Full Council meeting at 

the time of the Messenger deadline and there 

have been some last minute changes to proposals 

since the Chancellor issued a late statement   ð you 

will be able to view the budget proposals on the 

SHDC website (and changes) and the outcomes of 

the meeting. Further comment next month.  

Lindsay Ward  

 

 

 

 

ADVANCED NOTICE  MODBURY MAY FAIR  2016 

ROAD CLOSURES 

 ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984:      

SECTION 16A  THE COUNTY OF DEVON 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF THROUGH TRAFFIC 

 NOTICE is hereby given that Devon County Council has 

made the above titled order . 

 No person shall cause or permit any vehicle to proceed on 

the sections of Affected Roads except for access to land or 

premises on or adjacent to those length of roads.  

Monday 2nd May 2016: May Fair Opening Ceremony  
Poundwell Short Stay car park closed from 08.00 ð 14.30 

Monday 2nd May 1415 -1430 & 1440-15.00  Modbury 

Fair RacesñTown Centre (Palm Cross Green - Galpin St), 

Brownston Street, Dark Lane, Barracks Road closed to all 

traffic - Modbury Mile Road Races  

Saturday 7th May 2016    1500 - 1700*  Carnival 

Parade ñTown Centre (Palm Cross Green   -  Galpin St) 
1600-1630 Brownston Street, 1600 ð 1700 Dark Lane, Barracks 

Road 1600 -1610 / 1630 ð 1700 *Barracks Road closed 

between Palm Cross Green and Long Park from 15.00  

Friday 6th May 18.00 -  Saturday 7th May 13.00  
Poundwell Short Stay Car Park closed for May Fair Market.  

Access to Poundwell from 0700 on Saturday via Church 

Lane & Bunker Hill only  
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MESSENGER  CLOSING DATE 

For the April edition the closing date for 

submissions is 10th March . Please send all copy, 

except advertisements  by e -mail to 

messenger@modburypc.co.uk.   

The Modbury Messenger is published by the Parish 

Council and is printed by Kingfisher, Totnes.  

The views expressed in the Messenger do not 

necessarily represent those of Parish Council.  

IVYBRIDGE U3A 
The March General Meeting of the Ivybridge 

U3A will be held at the Watermark on Monday 

21st March at 2  pm. The Speaker will be Jonathan 

Parsons on òOffshore Islandsó 

Located a few miles off the beautiful Pembrokeshir e 

coast are the stunning sister islands of Skomer and 

Skokholm. They are known both for their stunning 

wildlife and interesting human history and have 

played a big part in ground breaking scientific 

research. The talk will give a taste of the life, wildlife 

and human history on these remote islands.  

www.ivybridge -U3A.org.uk,                           

email  ivybridge.u3a@gmail.com  or phone our 

Membership Secretary on 01752 892772.  
 

KINGSBRIDGE U3A 

Friday March 18th 10am at the Methodist Church, 

Kingsbridge. Stewart J. Henchie ð òA snapshot of 

Royal Botanic Gardens, Kewó. Stewart began his 

long career at Kew as a Student Gardener. 40 

years later, he became Assistant Curator/Manager 

of the Services, Temperate and Hardy Display 

Sections before retiring in 2012.  

Contact the membership secretary, Judy Tyler for 

further details j udyatyler@icloud.com 

www.u3asites.org.uk/kingsbridgeestuary  

Due to the fact that the White Hart Assembly Room 

was not available for the talk on February 10th we 

had to cancel the meeting. We did our best to 

advise all members by phone or Email, and 

apologise if any one was disappointed. The 

speaker, Robert Hesketh has been re -booked for 

September 14th, which will be the first talk in the 

next series.  In March we look forward to 

greeting   Roger Barrett on the 9th, his subject will 

be SHIPBUILDING IN THE KINGSBRIDGE ESTUARY.  

David Mitchell  

Modbury  

Local History  

Society  
 

Next meeting will take place 

on Monday,   APRIL 4th at our 

usual venue THE MODBURY 

CLUB, commencing at 

7.30pm  

David Mitchell  

MARS  
50 - 50 LOTTERY RESULTS 

The Mars 50:50 Lottery is open to everyone and the chances of winning each month are far better than 

Premium Bonds or National Lottery! Money from the 50:50 Draw is being put towards projects that 

continue to support and develop Sport and Recreation for the town so it is for everyoneõs benefit. 

Facilities at the Rec Field are a shining example of what has been achieved so far as we have lots of 

plans on the horizon to make it an even better place to go. WATCH THIS SPACE!  

January 2016  
Prize Lottery No.  Name  Amount  

1st 21 Rod Newton   £34.50 

2nd  147 Mrs P Pearse  £21.45 

3rd 8 Mrs Stella Petford   £14.30 

February 2016  

1st 30 Andy Craig   £34.50 

2nd  124 Rosemary Bromley   £21.45 

3rd 174 Sally Walsh  £14.30 

Modbury Association for Recreation and Sports  
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MODBURY WI    òOn the ^  mapó 
Our Devon Federation newsletter announced that we were one of four new WIõs 

who began the new WI century in Devon. 100 years ago the main contact would 

be between women in villages, probably meeting up in the local shop, at church or 

being close neighbours. Now love it or loathe it, we are in the digital age. In a way 

we have the best of both worlds here in Modbury, meeting up in the town, as well 

as communicating via the internet. The WI are moving along with modern times 

and have set up excellent websites for both members and non -members. Immediately following our first 

meeting, Modbury was there on facebook, many good wishes being passed to us from the Chair, of the 

NFWI and to several WIõs north and south sending us goodwill messages. Likewise, exchanged from us in 

Modbury.  It made me feel, and I hope other members felt, that they belonged and were welcomed.  

For those who donõt have access to the digital community, we will make every effort to keep you informed, 

probably in the old way by grapevine. In due course, we may be able to organise some training locally. 

You can access information via the local ôModbury Newsõ website on Facebook; we can share some news 

and photos on there for now.  

We had a very lively meeting in February which was the first time on our own, without the attendance of 

our very supportive Advisors.  Despite the weather on the night of the meeting, there was almost full 

attendance, plus new members and visitors; so thank you to all who made it. Peggy Douglas, from Erme 

Valley Riding for the Disabled, gave a very interesting presentation; she told us that the centre is open to 

parents of disabled children, also to people who may be òdisabledó through bereavement or trauma in 

their lives. Even if they have not previously had any experience with horses, they soon learn how a horse 

can become your best four legged friend.  

The Raffle was won by June Davenport. Birthday wishes went to Maggie Eley, Alison Wood & Mary Timms.  

I attended, representing Modbury WI, the May Fair meeting, also the Neighbourhood Planning Group 

meeting which is forming a picture of what the residents of Modbury and district want for the future. This 

includes the effect of the new housing development on organisations and services.  

At next monthõs meeting we have Elizabeth Bailey, who will talk about Dartmoor, Highways and Byways. 

Walkers who are non -members are invited to this talk, including men, but there will be a small charge.  

Dates for your Diary: Spring Council Meeting: Wednesday April 13th. Mayfair Afternoon Tea May 4h.  

There is another opportunity to visit Blenheim Palace in October. More news on visits and activities will be 

announced in March. Further details at next meeting on Friday 4 th March. New members welcome.     

Connie OõNeill 

digital  

HELP ENSURE 

THE FUTURE OF 

MODBURY 

PHARMACY 
No doubt you have heard of the Department of 

Health wanting to get rid of 3000 pharmacies. This 

proposal will impact far more on small local 

pharmacies, than on large chains such as Boots, 

Superdrug,  etc. who have vast sales of products 

other than pharmaceuticals, these sales will offset 

any smaller profits from the pharmaceuticals.  

To help ensure the future of small, local pharmacies 

like Modbury Pharmacy, please sign the online 

petition at  petition.parliament.uk/petitions/116943 or 

write to your MP, Mr Gary Streeter, Old Newnham 

Farm, Plymouth, Devon PL7 5BL or email  

mail@garystreeter.co.uk  

For further details about the governmentõs proposals, 

pick up a leaflet from Modbury Pharmacy, 5 Broad 

Street, Modbury or go online at http://

supportyourlocalpharmacy.org.uk  
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SWANBRIDGE  MILL  POND 

The P3 Community Work Party on Sunday 24 th January was a great success and we 

would like to thank the dozen or so people who turned up, in very reasonable weather 

for this winter,  worked their socks off, and were rewarded with hot drinks and pasties 

round the bonfire.  

For several years there has been a problem with brambles growing from the banks of 

the mill pond across the narrow footpath by the mill. The problem was compounded by 

the remains of an old wire fence buried in the vegetation which wrecked strimmer cords. The aim of the 

Work Party was to expose and remove the old wire and clear as much of the bramble as possible. This was 

achieved by ôpasty timeõ, with the dramatic results shown in the photograph. (It looks even more dramatic 

if you walk down the path and look!). All the bramble and rubbish was burned up, on site, plus the disposal 

of the dead fig tree, which is sorely missed by many.  

Swanbridge has a very long history and was Modburyõs town mill for hundreds of years. It got its water 

supply from two sources. The diversion of Tuckerõs Brook/Cockery Cole Brook from the middle of the field 

beyond the car park to the present leat by the side of the footpath and also from a second leat that used 

to run by the side of the A379 supplied by the Ayleston Brook up by the Toll House. There is still a hole under 

the wall by the old slate stile and the little stone bridge that spanned the leat to take a path up to New 

Road. The site of the Pond is now very visible just above the mill house. The outflow, under the footpath, is 

still present with a trickle of water running into the old wheel pit. There is no trace left of the undershot 

wheel but the channel of the ôtail raceõ is still present by the side of Footpath 14 as it runs into the Ayleston 

Brook again, at the bridges by the Gas House.  

The mill pond is now more visible than it has been for many years. It is an important part of Modburyõs 

history and could be enhanced further and whilst this is beyond the remit of  P3 we would nevertheless be 

pleased to hear from anyone who has ideas of improvement.  

Mike Oakins (830550) and Brian Weeks.   
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       Modbury Twinning Association   

 

 

 

Twinning Visit dates 2016 ð April 29 th ð May 2 nd  

Following our visit to Lanv®oc last May, this year we will be welcoming our French visitors ôchez nousõ for 

another taste of English hospitality over the early May Bank Holiday weekend. Arriving late on the Friday 

evening we are looking forward to sharing some of the May Fair celebrations with them over the long 

weekend before they leave on the Monday evening. Staying in each otherõs homes gives a real insight 

into life in another country, and lasting friendships can be made. Worried about not speaking French? 

Donõt be! Many of our visitors are only too pleased to use their English, itõs not a problem.  

If you would like to host visitors this year, please let me know. To find out more, contact me, or ask any 

member, or join us at the walk and Big Brunch on Sunday March 13 th , details below.  

Walk and Big Brunch -  Sunday 13 th March 2016  

Meeting at Thurlestone Church Hall car park (sharing transport if possible) behind Thurlestone Church at 

10.15 am weõll walk a circular route, ð as long or short as preferred - with a stop at the beach if wanted. 

Families and dogs welcome! A delicious Big Brunch will be waiting back at the hall from around 11.45. Or 

just join us for the brunch, Ã6.50 each, Ã5 for under 16õs . Please let us know if you can come.  

Charlotte Kendrick   tel 831028   cgkendrick@btinternet.com  

Charlotte Kendrick  

PROMOTING DEMENTIA FRIENDLY COMMUNITIES AROUND IVYBRIDGE        

AND  NEIGHBOURING RURAL PARISHES  
 

On Friday 18th March a half day conference  bringing 18  rural parishes around the  rivers Avon, 

Yealm, Erme, Plym and Ivybridge town together to form an Area Action Alliance of Dementia 

Friendly Communities will be held at The Watermark in Ivybridge starting with refreshments at 9.00 

am for a 9.30 am start and finishing at 1.00 pm. The key note speaker is Ian Sherriff, Academic 

Partnership Lead for Dementia at Plymouth University, Alzheimerõs Society Trustee and Chair of 

the Prime Ministers Task & Finish Group for Rural Dementia.  If you would like to book a place 

please contact  Maxine on  07450206312 
Liz Hitchins 


